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ARITHMETIC PROPERTIES OF POLYNOMIAL SPECIALIZATIONS
OVER FINITE FIELDS

PAUL POLLACK

ABSTRACT

We present applications of some recent results that establish a partial finite field analogue of Schinzel’s
Hypothesis H. For example, we prove that the distribution of gaps between degree n prime polynomials over
F;, is close to Poisson for p large compared to n. We also estimate the number of polynomial substitutions
without prime factors of large degree (“smooth” polynomial substitutions); this confirms a finite field analogue
of a conjecture of Martin in certain ranges of the parameters. Other topics considered include an analogue of
Brun’s constant for polynomials and “smooth” values of neighboring polynomials.

1. Introduction

Multiplicative properties of values taken on by integer polynomials have been the subject
of intense scrutiny. This is not only because of this subject’s intrinsic interest (highlighted in
famous problems like the twin prime conjecture), but also because results in this direction
have more than demonstrated their usefulness as auxiliary tools in diverse number-theoretic
investigations.

The purpose of this paper is to point out how the techniques of [28] can be applied to attack
problems of this type in the setting of polynomials over finite fields. We concentrate on four
concrete examples; in each case we begin by discussing a problem or result in rational number
theory and follow up with a nontrivial result towards the corresponding polynomial analogue.

1.1. Twin primes and Brun’s constant

We begin by recalling Brun’s classical result [3] towards the twin prime problem:

THEOREM A (Brun). The sum of the reciprocals of those primes which are members of a
twin prime pair converges (or is a finite sum); that is,

B = 1+1 + 1+1 + 1+1 +ooe <
—\375 577 1113 oo

While constants like 7 and e are known to billions of digits, our knowledge of Brun’s constant
B is surprisingly modest. The sharpest known unconditional bounds are (roughly)

1.830 < B < 2.347.

(Thus we do not know B to even one decimal place!) The lower bound here is due to Sebah
[30], who computed all the twin prime pairs up to 10'® and summed their reciprocals. The
upper bound is due to Crandall and Pomerance ([5, pp. 16-17], see also [19, Chapter 3]), who
bound the sum of the twin prime pairs past 10'® using an explicit upper estimate of Riesel and
Vaughan [29] for the number of twin prime pairs. Much sharper estimates for Brun’s constant
are available if one assumes a suitable quantitative version of the twin prime conjecture; e.g.,
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it is plausible that
B = 1.902160583121 & 4.08 x 1078,

This last estimate is taken from the recent thesis of Klyve [19], which the reader should consult
for references to earlier work.

Questions analogous to the twin prime conjecture have been considered in the ring of
polynomials over a finite field. Whereas a solution to the rational twin prime problem remains
a holy grail of modern research, in [14] Hall proves by quite elementary means that there exist
infinitely many prime pairs P, P + 1 € F,[T] whenever ¢ > 3. In [26] Hall’s result is extended
to the infinitude of prime pairs P, P + «, for any o € F and any ¢ # 2. Unfortunately the
families of twin prime pairs produced in these papers are quite sparse, and the consequent
lower bounds on the number of such pairs are quite far from the conjectured asymptotics.

If F, is a finite field containing the nonzero element «, we define the Brun constant associated

to ¢ and o by
1
Bq,oz = E m

P,P+a monic primes

(Here and below we write |M| for the size of F,[T]/(M), i.e., |M| = ¢4*¢*.) The proof of
Theorem A can be adapted to show that By , is finite for every ¢ and « (cf. [33, Corollary, p.
349] or [18, Theorem 5.5]). Actually we can be far more precise about the values of By 4:

THEOREM 1. IfF, is a finite field with characteristic p > 2, then

2
o
Bq,a = F + 0(1/p+ 1Og10g q/ logQ)a (11)

uniformly for o € F 5. Moreover, for every finite field F,

1 2 B
-1 > Bua= 5 T0 2. (1.2)

a€Fy

Thus By, tends to m2/6 as the characteristic of F, tends to infinity, for example if ¢ tends
to infinity through prime values. Moreover, the error term in this approximation is rather small
on average over « once ¢ is large (regardless of the characteristic). We suspect that B, , tends
to 72/6, uniformly in «, whenever ¢ tends to infinity, but we have not so far succeeded in
showing this.

1.2. The distribution of prime gaps

The following conjecture is a well-known consequence of Cramér’s probabilistic model (see,
e.g., [13] for background):

CONJECTURE A. Fix A > 0. Suppose h and N tend to infinity in such a way that h ~
Alog N. Then
lim i#{n <N:mn+h)—m(n)=k}= e_’\)\—k

for every fixed integer K =0,1,2,....

Additional support for Conjecture A comes from the work of Gallagher [10], who shows that
it follows from a plausible uniform version of Hardy and Littlewood’s prime k-tuples conjecture.
Granville (personal communication) has suggested the following polynomial analogue of
Conjecture A. For a prime p and an integer a, let @ denote the residue class of a in Z/pZ = F,,.



POLYNOMIAL SPECIALIZATIONS OVER FINITE FIELDS 3

For each prime p and each integer h > 0, define
I(p;h) == {a@+@T + - +aT?:0<ay,...,a; < p with Zaipi < h}. (1.3)

Let Py (p; h,n) be the number of polynomials A(T") of degree n over F,, for which the translated
“interval” A + I(p; h) contains exactly k primes.

CONJECTURE 1. Fix A > 0. Suppose h and n tend to infinity in such a way that h ~ An.

Then
k

1 A
— Pi(p; hyn) — ef)‘? (asn — 00) (1.4)
P !

for each fixed k = 0,1,2,3, ..., uniformly in the prime p.

In §3.1, we show that, in analogy with Gallagher’s result, this conjecture follows from a
suitable uniform version of a polynomial prime k-tuples conjecture. Our main result towards
Conjecture 1 is the following, which shows that (1.4) holds whenever p tends to infinity faster
than any power of n™", as long as k = o(y/n):

THEOREM 2. For each compact set I C (0,00), there is a constant C' with the following
property: For integers n,h and k with n > 2,h > 1,0 < k < h, and h/n € I, we have upon
setting X := h/n,

1 . N (k+1)? —1/2 2
EPk(p, h,n)=e o (1 + Oy (T +0 (p exp(Cn logn)) ,

where the second O-constant is absolute.

1.3. Smooth values of polynomials

Both of the preceding problems concerned the distribution of primes. On the opposite end
of the multiplicative spectrum one has the smooth numbers, those composed only of small
prime factors. (More precisely, an integer n is called y-smooth if its largest prime factor P(n)
is < y.) Dickman has shown [6] that for fixed u, the number of n < x which are z'/“-smooth
is asymptotic to p(u)z, where p is the (unique) continuous solution of the differential-delay
equation

up'(u) = —p(u — 1) satisfying the initial condition p(u) =1 for 0 < u < 1.

One could ask, more generally, for an asymptotic formula for the number of z'/*-smooth values

assumed by a polynomial F(T) on integers 1 < n < z. Denote this number by W(F;z,2'/%).
Then we have the following conjecture of Martin [22], which we state in a slightly strengthened
form:

CONJECTURE B (Martin). Let F' be an arbitrary but fixed nonzero integer-valued polyno-
mial and let dy,...,dx be the degrees of the nonassociate irreducible factors of F. Then for
each U > 0, the asymptotic formula

U(F;z, ") ~ ap(diu) - p(dicu)
holds as  — oo, uniformly for 0 < u < U.
This can be viewed as a smooth number analogue of Schinzel’s Hypothesis H. Martin links

the two conjectures by showing that a sufficiently uniform quantitative version of Hypothesis
H implies the truth of Conjecture B for every U < (d—1/K)~!, where d is the maximal degree
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of an irreducible factor of F' and K is the number of nonassociate irreducible factors of F' of
degree d. (Note that Conjecture B is trivial in the narrower range U < d~1.)

The distribution of smooth polynomials mimics the distribution of smooth integers: e.g.,
the number of polynomials of degree n over F; all of whose prime factors have degree < n/u
is asymptotically p(u)¢™ (in large ranges of w and uniformly in ¢; see, e.g., [4], [25]). This
motivates the following analogue of Conjecture B. For a polynomial F(T') over F,, define
U(F;n,m) as the number of monic, degree n polynomials g(T') over F, for which every prime
factor of F'(g(T)) has degree bounded by m.

CONJECTURE 2. Fix B,U > 1. Let F(T') be a nonconstant polynomial over F, of degree
at most B. Let K be the number of distinct monic irreducible factors of F', and let dy,...,dg
be the degrees of those factors. Then as n — oo,

U(F;n,nj/u) ~ q"p(diu) - p(dru)

uniformly for 0 < u < U and uniformly for all q, F, and K.

Once again, the methods of [28] allow us to confirm this conjecture when ¢ grows much
faster than n (say when ¢ grows faster than any power of n™) and satisfies ged(g, 2n) = 1:

THEOREM 3. Fix B,U > 1. Let F(T') be a nonconstant polynomial over F, of degree at
most B. Let K be the number of distinct monic irreducible factors of F', and let d1,...,dx be
the degrees of these factors. If n > BU and (q,2n) = 1, then

U(F;n,n/u) = q"p(diu) - - p(drgu) + Op(ug"/n) + OB(q"_l/Qn!QB),

for0 <u<U.

Without giving details, we remark that minor modifications of our arguments give analogous
results for the number of smooth values of F(h(T')) when h(T) is restricted to monic prime
values (cf. Martin’s prediction [22, equation (1.8)]).

1.4. Smooth values of consecutive integers

The final conjecture we consider can be viewed as a smooth number analogue of the prime
k-tuples conjecture:

CONJECTURE C. Let 0 < a < <1, and let A be the set of integers n > 2 whose largest
prime factor P(n) satisfies n® < P(n) < n”. Then for every k, one can find k consecutive
integers n + 1,...,n + k all of which belong to A.

The origin of this problem lies with Erdds (see, e.g., [7]), who asked for a proof in the case
when k = 2 and [«, 3] = [1 —¢, 1]. The case k = 2 was settled in its entirety by Hildebrand [15]
(via the solution of a more general conjecture of Balog). Moreover, when a = 0, Conjecture
C follows (for any 8 > 0 and every k) from the results of Balog and Wooley [2]. (All of these
theorems in fact can be proved in stronger, quantitative forms.) Nevertheless, Conjecture C
remains open in general. A partial result when k > 2 is contained in [16]. See also the survey
17].

A similar problem appears in the work of Erdés and Pomerance [8]; they ask whether the
largest prime factors of n and n + 1 are independent events, in the sense that the proportion of
n < z with P(n) > z* and P(n+1) > 22 tends to a(ai)a(az), where a(t) := 1 —p(1/t). This
is still unsolved. Even the weaker assertion that asymptotically half of all positive integers n
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have P(n) > P(n+1) remains open. This last problem goes all the way back to correspondence
in the 1930s between Erdés and Turédn (see [31, pp. 100-101]).

The results of Balog and Wooley mentioned above have been translated into the polynomial
setting by Masuda and Panario [23]. However, it seems that there are no results for polynomials
in the direction of Conjecture C when a > 0. Our next theorem deals with this case, and at
the same time proves an independence statement for the largest prime factors of neighboring
polynomials.

Write L(A) for the degree of the largest irreducible factor of a polynomial A. Suppose that
I = [a, f] is a compact subinterval of [0,1]. (Here and in what follows, intervals are always
understood to be of nonzero length, so that o < 8.) If v # 0, we define k(1) = 1/«, otherwise
we set k(1) =1/8.

THEOREM 4. Let k be a positive integer, and let S be a k-element subset of F,. Suppose
that for each s € S we are given a compact subinterval I; = [as, 8s] C [0,1] and let C :=
maxges k(1s).

(a) The number of monic, degree n polynomials A(T) € F,[T] with

asdeg A(T) < L(A(T) + s) < Bsdeg A(T') for every s € S (1.5)
is given by

¢" T (p(B) = plas)) + Or.c(q™/n) + O(n1*g"=1/2),
seS
provided that ged(gq,2n) = 1.
b) Suppose that the length of each interval I is bounded below by € > 0. If q is odd and
g V

sufficiently large (depending only on k and €), then there are infinitely many monic
polynomials A(T) € ¥ [T for which (1.5) holds.

We emphasize that the estimate in (a) is only nontrivial when g is large compared to n, since
otherwise our bound on the error term exceeds the total number of monic, degree n polynomials.
The proof of (a) depends on an extension of the main result of [28]; this extension implies (in
particular) the stronger result that in a similar range of ¢, the factorization types (defined
below) of neighboring polynomials are close to independent.

To illustrate Theorem 4, fix oy, a2 € [0,1). Then applying Theorem 4 with Iy = [a1,1],
I = [ag,1], and S = {0,1} C Fy, we see that the proportion of degree n polynomials A(T")
over F, with

L(A(T)) > aan and L(A(T)+1) > asn

is asymptotic to a(aj)a(az), provided n and ¢ tend to infinity with ¢ > n*" (say) and

ged(g,2n) = 1. This confirms, in a certain range, the polynomial analogue of the independence
result conjectured by Erdés and Pomerance.

1.5. The key estimate

We now turn to a description of the main technical tool required to obtain these results. First
some notational preliminaries: We use A to denote a partition of the positive integer n, i.e., A
is a sequence of positive integers (t1,%2,...) with 1 > t2 > ... and > t; = n. Alternatively,
we may write A = (1%1,2%2,...), where o is the number of times j occurs in the sequence of
summands ¢;. If d is a positive integer and A\ = (t1,t2,...) is a partition of n, we write d X A
for the partition of dn given by (dtq,dts,...).

If f(T) is a degree n polynomial over a field, the partition corresponding to the list of degrees
of its irreducible factors is referred to as the cycle type or factorization type of f(T). Similarly,
the cycle type of a permutation on n letters refers to the partition (1°*,...,n%"), where a; is
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the number of j-cycles in its decomposition into disjoint cycles. We use the notation T'(\) for
the proportion of permutations on n letters with cycle type A. Thus, if A = (1*1,2%2 . ) isa
partition of n, then (as proved by Cauchy)

1

10[120(2 . ..nanal!. an!

T(X)

We can now state our main theorem, which extends the main result of [28]:

THEOREM 5. Let n be a positive integer and let A1,..., )\, be partitions of the integer
n. Let fi(T),..., fr(T') be nonassociate irreducible polynomials over F, of respective degrees
di,...,d,, with 22:1 d; < B. The number of univariate monic polynomials h of degree n for

which f;(h(T)) has factorization type d; x \; for every 1 < i <r is
q" H T(\) + O((nB)n!Bgn=1/%),
i=1
provided ged(q, 2n) = 1. Here the implied constant is absolute.

REMARK. As will be clear from the proof, the same estimate holds if we also insist that all
the polynomials f;(h(T")) are squarefree.

The case when each A; = (n) (where T'()\;) = 1/n) corresponds to the simultaneous primality
of all the f;(h(T)), which was the case treated in [28]. The proof of Theorem 5 follows [28]
closely and is given in §6.

The reader may be puzzled as to why Theorem 5 is stated in terms of partitions of the form
d; X A; and not in terms of arbitrary partitions of d;n. Actually the mystery surrounding this
restriction is easily dispelled. Suppose that f(7') is irreducible of degree d. Then if h(T) is any
polynomial over F, every irreducible factor of f(h(T")) has degree divisible by d (and thus its
cycle type must have the form d x \). Indeed, if 7(T") divides f(h(T)), then f has a root in the
field F,[T]/(m). Thus the extension of F, of degree degm must contain a copy of the extension
of F, of degree d, which gives the claim.

The similarities between the structure of permutations and the structure of polynomials
over finite fields has been noticed before; see, e.g., [1], where both objects are considered in
the general context of ‘logarithmic combinatorial structures.” But with rare exceptions (such
as [20]), it does not appear that statistical results about permutations have before now been
used to prove theorems about polynomials. To run with a metaphor of Granville [12], despite
the similarities in anatomy between polynomials and permutations, it seems the two have
not yet produced the offspring of which they are capable. Theorem 5 opens the door to this
possibility, and as such no doubt admits several other arithmetic applications. For inspiration
in this regard we refer the reader to Granville’s survey (ibid.), which in the course of comparing
the anatomy of integers and permutations, chronicles many permutation statistics that are of
arithmetic significance.

Notation

In addition to the notation already introduced, we use the symbols u, w, and ¢ for the
polynomial analogues of the corresponding arithmetic functions. Thus w(A) is the number
of distinct monic prime divisors of A, while u(A) := (=1)“() if A is squarefree and zero
otherwise, and p(A) is the number of units in the ring F,[T]/(A). We reserve the letter P for
monic irreducibles.

For a set S, we write Sym(S) for the group of permutations on the elements of S.
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2. Brun’s constant: Proof of Theorem 1

For a € F, let 72 (q;m, ) denote the number of monic primes P of degree n over F, for
which P + « is also prime.

LEMMA 1. Let n be a positive integer. If a € F* and (g,2n) =1, then

ma(g;n, ) = % + O(q"_1/2nn!2). (2.1)

Moreover,

n+1

> mlgina) =

aGF;

(1+0(n*/q). (2.2)

Proof. Estimate (2.1) follows immediately from Theorem 5 with f1(T) =T, fo(T) =T+«
and A\ = A2 = (n). To prove (2.2), note that the left hand side of (2.2) can be viewed as
counting the number of not necessarily monic prime pairs f, f + 1 of degree n over Fy. (In
fact, the term corresponding to a here counts the number of such pairs with leading coefficient
a~1)) In this guise the estimate (2.2) is contained in [27, Theorem 1]. O

Proof of Theorem 1. We have

= 1
—ma(g;m, ). 2.3
= 23)

n=1

We split the sum (2.3) at a number A with 0 < A < p/2. Then (¢,2n) =1 for every n < A, so
that (2.1) yields

Bq,a:Z%—i—O q71/22nn'2 —I—O(Zq" q,na)).

n<A n<A n>A

The first O-term is < ¢~ /2424, To estimate the latter O-term, we use the bound (valid
uniformly over all ¢,n, and «)

mn

. q
772((]3 n, a) < Fa (24)
which follows in a standard way by an application of Selberg’s upper bound method (as
developed for polynomials, e.g., in [33]). This shows that the second O-term is < Y, . 4 n 2 <
1/A. Hence
2
Bua= "o +0(1/A+q724%%),

say. Now take A = min{1p, £ log ¢/loglogq} to obtain (1.1).
Turning to (1.2), we observe that for any A > 0,

1
q—1 , q_lz Zﬂ'zq,na—l—O q_lzznz

aEF n<A a€F} n>AqeFy
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(Note that we have once again applied (2.4).) The error term here is O(1/A). Using (2.2) to
estimate the inner sum, we obtain a main term of

(oY) i e o(d)

n<A

ﬂ.Q
<t O(1/A+ A/q).
Taking A = ¢'/2 yields (1.2). O

3. The distribution of prime gaps

3.1. Gallagher’s theorem for polynomials over finite prime fields

For D = (D, ..., D,) an r-tuple of distinct polynomials over F,, define

1Pl = wn(P)
So=I1""—p—

where wp (P) is the number of residue classes modulo P occupied by Dy, ..., D,. Let mp(n;q)
be the number of monic polynomials A of degree n for which all of A + Dq,..., A+ D, are
irreducible. Then the usual heuristics offered in favor of the Hardy-Littlewood conjectures
suggest that

m™(n;q) = (6p + 0(1))?1—7; (n — ). (3.1)

In fact these heuristics suggest that this relation should hold not merely when D is fixed and
n — 00, but also whenever ¢"* — oo, uniformly in D, provided only that every D; has degree
less than n. This suggests the plausibility of the hypothesis in the following theorem, which is
an analogue of Gallagher’s principal result in [10]:

THEOREM 6. Fix A > 0, and suppose that h and n tend to infinity with h ~ An. Then
(1.4) holds uniformly in p, under the following hypothesis:
(A) For each fixed r, (3.1) holds as n tends to infinity, uniformly in p, and uniformly for
Dy, ..., D, € I(p; h) with the D; distinct and &p, ..., p,) # 0.

As in Gallagher’s paper, the theorem follows from a suitable estimate for the average value
of GD.

LEMMA 2. Fixr > 1. Under hypothesis (A) of Theorem 6, we have
>, Gp~hT (h—oo),

D.,...,Dr€I(p;h)
distinct

uniformly in p.

Suppose now that this lemma is proved. Fix k > 0, and let M} (\) be the kth moment of the
Poisson distribution with parameter A. Then as n — oo, the argument of [10, pp. 5-6] shows
that

L Z {P € A+ I(p;h) : P prime}|* — My()\),

p’ﬂ
A(T)€eF,[T)
A(T) monic, degree n

where the convergence is uniform in p. Theorem 6 then follows by an application of the method
of moments.
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Thus to prove Theorem 6 it remains only to prove Lemma 2.

LEMMA 3. Let M be a nonzero polynomial over Fp,. If |M| < h, then the number of
elements of I(p;h) which lie in a given residue class modulo M is h/|M|+ O(1), where the
implied constant here is absolute.

Proof. Write h in base p, so that h = hg + hip + - -+ + hgp”® with each 0 < h; < p and
hi > 1. Represent the given residue class as A mod M, where deg A < deg M. Then |M| < h
implies that j := deg M < k. Assume (with no loss in generality) that M is monic, and write

M =T +m; T+ +myT + my.
We wish to count the number of B € F,[T] for which A+ M B belongs to I(p;h). Any such B

can be written in the form
B =bjTF 7 by 1 T 971 4o 4 by,
and then (writing 4 = 3" a;T%),
A+ MB = by jT* + (by—jmj—1 + by—j—1 + ar—1)T* 1 + -+ + ag + bymo.

Looking at the leading coeflicient of A+ M B, we see that A+ M B belongs to I(p; h) whenever
bi—; is any of 0,1,..., hy — 1 (regardless of the values of the other b;). There are hyp*~7 such
choices of B. All other choices of B with A+ M B € I(p; h) have by_; = hy. For these B, the
condition A+ MB € I(p;h) restricts the next-to-leading coefficient of B: if

bk,jmj,1 + bk,j,1 +ap—1 = O,T, g, ey 0or hg_1—1, (32)
then automatically A + M B belongs to I(p;h). This gives rise to an additional hj_qp*=7~!
permissible values of B. Any B not counted so far for which A + M B belongs to I(p;h) has

both b_; = hi, and the left hand side of (3.2) equal to hg_1. Continuing this process, we find
N = hkpkij + hkflpkijil +---+ hj e Lh/|M|J

values of B which guarantee that A + M B belongs to I(p; h). Moreover, there is at most one
other value of B for which A + M B belongs to I(p; h), namely that B for which

|A+ MB — (hTF + hp 1 TF "+ B T9)| < p7.

If A+ M B lies outside I(p; h) for this final value of B, then the quantity to be enumerated is
N, otherwise it is N + 1. In either case the stated estimate holds. [l

Proof of Lemma 2 (sketch). Define A :=[[,.,_;.,.(D; — D;). Write the Pth factor of &p
in the form
|P|” —wp(P)|PI"! = (P = 1)"
(IP[ = 1)
For monic, squarefree @ define ap(Q) = [[p)g a(P,wp(P)). Then (in analogy with [10, eq.
(7)]) we find that

1+

=1 —l—a(P,wD(P)).

(|P| —1)"2 when wp(P) =r,

ap(P) < {(|P| ~1)~! when wp(P) <r,

these two cases occurring respectively when P does not or does divide A. Here the implied
constant, say C, depends only on r. It follows from these estimates that we have an absolutely
convergent series expansion

Gp =) an(Q).
Q
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For the tail of this expansion, we have

Y Jap(Q) LZ“@() o(Q, 1))

Q> Q>
_ Z P (A)Ce A Z 2(B)c*®) (3.3)
- A BZ '
A T TR )
(B.A)=1

where in the last line we have written Q = AB with A | A and (B,A) = 1. In [10], the
analogous double sum is

ez (zh)S (3.4)
we proceed to establish that this estimate is also valid for (3.3). Observe that

w*(B)C P cw<B C|P|
> oy 1= 1l ( |P|—1>2>

|B|<z |P|<z
4C 1
gH(1+ )Sexp 402—
|P|<z 171 |P|<z Pl

The number of prime polynomials P of degree n over F,, is bounded above by p™/n, and this
implies that

1
exp | 4C Z <exp | 4C Z — < (log z)*¢

1
\P|<w 1<n< s

Partial summation now shows that the inner sum in (3.3) is < |A|z~!log*“ z, so that (3.3) is

A
< (:v_l log*“ :C) Z p?(A)Ce % < (:v_l log*“ :C) H (14+20)
AlAa p(4) PlA
<@ g o)Al [[ A +20)PIC < (a7 og'C 2)nl), (3.5)
PEF,[T)
|P|<(142C)"¢
for any € > 0. (Note that the last product over P is finite for each fixed p and empty for
p > (1+20)Y¢, and so is <. 1.) To obtain (3.4), we replace ¢ in (3.5) with er~2 (say). From
this point the proof proceeds exactly as in [10], save that the “lattice point argument” of [10,
p. 7] now requires an appeal to Lemma 3. [l

REMARK. The restriction to prime fields F,, was introduced to ensure a canonical corre-
spondence between [0, p — 1] and F,. This restriction is in some sense merely cosmetic. More
precisely, suppose that for each ¢ we have fixed a bijection a — @ between [0,¢ — 1] and F,.
Define I(g;h) as in (1.3) with p replaced by ¢. Then the proofs of this section show that
Theorem 6 remains valid with p replaced by ¢ throughout.

3.2. Proof of Theorem 2

Proof. We may assume that p > max{h, n}, for otherwise the theorem is trivial. Thus every
D, € I(p;h) belongs to F,, and Theorem 5 can be employed to count the occurrence of prime
r-tuples A+ D1,..., A+ D, with D; € I(p;h).

Fix one of the (Z) subsets S C I(p; h) with k elements. We first count the number of monic,
degree-n polynomials A for which A+ s is prime for all s € S and reducible for all s € I(p; h)\ S.
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By the principle of inclusion-exclusion, this is given by

Z (=1)ITI=1S1f A - every element of A + T is irreducible}.

DS
TCI(p;h)

According to Theorem 5,
#{A : every element of A+ T is irreducible} = % + O((hn)nthpr=1/2).
n

We insert this estimate above, and sum over the (Z) k-element subsets S of I(p;h) to find
that

h p" h—Fk\ p" h_ D"

+0 ((Z) oh=k (hn)n!hp"_1/2> .

< 22h(nh)n"hp"_l/2 < exp(Cn?log n)p"_1/2

The error term here is

for a constant C' depending on I, and the main term is

HEICH

The theorem follows upon inserting into this expression for the main term the estimates
R\  h* 1 2 k—1
—— (1) (1=2)... (1 -2 =
()= (=5) (=7) (=)
hF k2 hF k2
i (o (7)) = (e ()

and
(=3 (o) -3)
n n n
— exp(—h/n) <1 Lo <—>) (1 vy <%>)
= exp(—h/n) <1 +Or <$)> )
once we recall that we are writing A for h/n. O

4. Smooth values of polynomials: Proof of Theorem 3

For a permutation o on a finite set, let L(c) denote the length of the longest cycle in the
decomposition of ¢ into disjoint cycles. The following result is extracted from the thesis of X.
Gourdon (cf. [11, Chapitre VII, Théoreme 1]).

LEMMA 4 (Gourdon). Letn be a positive integer and suppose m > 0. Then the proportion
of permutations ¢ on n letters with L(c) < m is p(n/m) + O(1/m).

Thus, by the results mentioned to in the introduction just before Conjecture 2, the proportion
of permutations on n letters with largest cycle length < n/u is close to the proportion of degree
n polynomials over a finite field with largest prime factor of degree < n/u. (The idea that the
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decomposition of random permutations should mimic the decomposition of random arithmetic
structures seems to appear first in the work of Knuth and Trabb Pardo [21] in their study of
the rth largest prime factor of a random integer.)

REMARKS.
1) In the original theorem of Gourdon, m 1s restricted to integral values in the interva
i) In the original th f Gourd i icted to integral values in the i 1
,n|. However, the restriction to integral values 1s i1nessential; for any real m wi
2 H th tricti integral val is i ial; f y 1 ith
2<m<n,
n/m]
plu—1) m 1
plonfm) = oo/ lm) = | = < tog T
Moreover, for m < 2 or m > n, Lemma 4 is trivial.
ii) By a simple inductive argument, Omar et al. obtain Lemma 4 under the additiona
ii) B imple inducti t, O t al. obtain L 4 under the additional
hypothesis that m > en for an arbitrary fixed € > 0 (see [24, Theorem 1]). This result
gives Theorem 3 with its first error term term replaced with the less uniform bound

Op.u(ug™/n).

Proof of Theorem 3. Let Py,..., Pg be the distinct monic irreducible factors of F', num-
bered so that deg P; = d;. Then F(h(T)) has all its prime factors of degree < n/u precisely
when the same is true for each of the polynomials P;(h(T)). For 1 <14 < K, let A; run over the
cycle types of permutations on n letters corresponding to permutations o with L(o) < ﬁ By
Theorem 5, we have

U(F;n,n/u) = Z HT )+ Op Z nn!Bgn—1/2
i= AL, AR

A1,

Since the number of possibilities for each \; is (crudely) bounded above by 2", the error here
is
<5 2nKnn!Bqn71/2 < 22an!Bqn71/2 <p n!QBqnfl/Q.

Using Lemma 4, we see that the main term here is

q"H <ZT()\Z-)> =q" H (diu) + O(d;u/n))
i=1 \ A

=q p(dw) - pldgu) + Op(ug” /n).

Combining these two estimates completes the proof of Theorem 3. [l

5. Smoothness of neighboring polynomials: Proof of Theorem 4

Proof of Theorem 4(a). We may assume n > 2, since the estimate is trivial for n = 1 (or
for any absolutely bounded n). By Lemma 4, the proportion of permutations ¢ on n letters for
which

an < L(o) < fn (5.1)

is given by

p(B71) = pla) + Oli/n),
where k = k([a, 3]), provided we adopt the convention that p(0~!) = 0. (Recall that if [ =
[e, B, then k(1) = 1/avif a # 0 and k(1) = 1/ otherwise.) For each s € S, let As run over the

cycle types of permutations satisfying (5.1) with [«, 5] = [as, 8s]. Proceeding as in the proof
of Theorem 3, we find that the number of polynomials A(T") satisfying the conclusion of part
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' H<ZT ) > (nk)ntkgn1/?

s€ES Al AR

The error term here is
< 2nk(nk) |k n—1/2 < n!2kqn71/2'

Moreover, since n([as, Bs]) < C for each s, the main term here is

" IT (o plag)+0(C/n)) =q" [T (e(B; ") = plas ")) + Ok (g /n).

seSs ses

Combining these estimates finishes the proof. O
To prove (b), we require the following auxiliary result (see [26, Theorem 2]):

THEOREM B. Let f1(T),..., fr(T) be irreducible polynomials over F,. If ¢ is large com-
pared to the sum of the degrees of the f;, then there is a prime [ dividing ¢ — 1 and an element
B € F, for which every substitution

T—T" -3 with k=0,1,2,...

leaves all of f1,..., f, irreducible.

Proof of Theorem 4(b). Let n be the least positive integer which is prime to ¢ and exceeds
2¢7%; then n = O(1). For each s € S, choose a |1 (as + 35)n]-cycle oy from S,. Since n >
2¢71 > 2(8 — as) 7!, we have

asn < L(os) < Bsn

for each s € S. Let A4 be the cycle type of 5. By Theorem 5 (applied to the k linear polynomials
fs(T) =T+ s), if q is chosen large enough (depending on k and ¢), then we can find a monic,
degree n polynomial A(T) for which A(T) + s has cycle type As for all s € S. For this choice
of A(T), we have

asn < L(A(T) + s) < Bsn

for all s € S. We have thus constructed a polynomial satisfying (1.5).
If g is large, we can use this polynomial A(T) to construct an infinite sequence of solutions
o (1.5): For each s € S, let P;(T) be a monic prime of maximal degree dividing A(T) + s.
Then the degree of Hses 5(T') is Oy (1), and so by Theorem B, if ¢ is large enough (again
depending only on k and €) one can find a prime [ and a § € F, for which all the polynomials
Ps (le — B) are irreducible for every k > 0. It is now easy to check that all the polynomials
A(le —f), with £ =0,1,2,3,..., have the desired property. [l

6. Proof of Theorem 5

We recall the basic setup of [28], referring to that paper for details and proofs. Our strategy
is to count, for fixed values of

AT)=T"+an1T" '+ +a;T € F [T,

the number of a € F, for which f;(h(T) — a) has cycle type d; x \; for every 1 < i < r. We
then sum over h to complete the proof.

Fix an algebraically closed field € of infinite transcendence degree containing F,(u); all fields
appearing below are to be understood as subfields of 2. Let dy,...,d, be the degrees of the
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polynomials fi,..., f,, respectively, and fix roots 01,...,60, of fi,..., f, (respectively) from
Q. For each integer j, define 95]) = GEJ. Now define the function fields K; ;/Fq, L; j/F4 and
M;/Fy (for 1 <i<r,1<j<d;) as follows (suppressing the dependence on h):

K;; field obtained by adjoining a fixed root of h(T) — u — 91@ to F,a; (u),

b

L;; normal closure of K; ; over F 4, (u), that is, the splitting field of h(T) —u— 91@
over F 4, (u)
M; compositum of the fields L; ; for j = 1,2...,d;, that is, the splitting field of

fi(h(T) = u) over F g, (u)

Let D be the least common multlple of dy,...,d,, and Set K” = K; ;Fp L” = L; ;Fp
and M = M;F ;p. Finally, let M be the compositum of Ml, vy M, (Thus M is the splitting
field of [T\_, fl( (T') —u) over F,p(u).) The assumption that p does not divide n implies that
the extensions M;/F,(u) (for 1 < i <r) are all Galois, as are all the M, /Fq(u) and M/Fq(u)
(see [28, Lemma 5]).

The groups Gal(M /F4(u)) and Gal(M;/Fq(u)) are related as follows. Let .S; ; denote the
full set of roots of A(T) — u — Gij (thus S; ; is periodic in j with period d;). Then we have for
each £k =1,2,...,r a commutative diagram

Gal(M /Fy(u)) —— Gal(Fyo/Fy) x [Ti_, Sym(U%,S; ;)
m—m'\MkJ( TFJ( . (61)
Gal(My/Fg(u)) —2—  Gal(F 0, /Fy) x Sym(U, Sk ;)
Here the maps ¢1, 12 are given by
t: o (0F b, Ulu;lilsl,j’ ce 0|U?£15T,j),
tar o (0|quk 70—|U;i15k,j)7
and
7w (T,01,...,00) (T|quk , Ok )-

(Note that ¢; and 15 are embeddings while 7 is a surjection.)

For most choices of h(T') it is possible to describe, in a simple and explicit way, the images
of ¢1 and ¢5. Let Frob denote the gth power map. Then under two nondegeneracy conditions
([28, egs. (2.2) and (2.3)]), which exclude at most

w103

values of h(T) as above, the following holds (see [28, Lemmas 6, 7]): The image of ¢ consists

of all pairs (Frob',o) € Gal(F,»/F,) x [[/_, Sym(U? iL154,) which obey the compatibility
condition

o(Si,j) C Sij+1 forall 1 <i<r andallj, (6.2)

while for each k, the image of 15 consists of all pairs (Frob', ¢) € Gal(F 4, /Fq) % Sym(U;lilS’k,j)
satisfying

o(Sk,j) C Skt (6.3)

for all j.
The following result supersedes Lemma 12 of [28]:

LEMMA 5. Let g(T') be a squarefree polynomial of degree n over F,a which is coprime
to all its conjugates over Fg: ie., gcd(g(T),0(g(T))) = 1 for every o € Gal(F,a/Fy). If A
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is the factorization type of g(T), then d x X is the factorization type of Nmg , /¥, (g(T)) =
ngcal(qu s, o9(T)).

Proof. Since ¢g(T') is squarefree, so are all the polynomials o(g(7T')), and as g(T) is coprime
to its conjugates, Nmp , /F, (9(T)) is also squarefree.

Suppose that @ is a monic prime of F«[T] that divides g(7T'), and let P be the monic
prime of Fy[T] that lies below Q. Let f(Q/P) be the inertial degree of @ over P. Since
Nqud/Fq (Q) = PT(Q/P) divides the squarefree polynomial Nqud/Fq (9(T)), we must have
f(Q/P)=1and Nmg ,/r, (Q) = P. In particular, deg P = ddeg Q.

Thus, starting with a factorization of g(T) exhibiting cycle type A, takings norms gives us a
corresponding factorization of Nqud /¥, (9(T)) with cycle type d x A. O

The next lemma replaces [28, Lemma 13]. For a € Fy, we use P, to denote the prime of
F,(u) corresponding to the (u — a)-adic valuation.

LEMMA 6. Assume h(T') obeys the nondegeneracy conditions [28, egs. (2.2) and (2.3)]. If
A,...,Ar are arbitrary partitions of n, then the group Gal(M /F,(u)) contains a conjugacy
class C, of size

n!d1+"'+dr H T()\z)a
=1

with the following property: Suppose that a is an element of F; which is not a zero of any of
the polynomials

discr (W(T) —u—609) for 1<i<r, 1<j<d,. (6.4)

Then f;(h(T) — a) has factorization type \; for every 1 < i < r exactly when C coincides with
the Frobenius conjugacy class (M /Fq(u), P,).

Proof.  Since a is not a root of any of the polynomials (6.4), P, is unramified in M and the
polynomials h(T) —a — 95] ) are squarefree for all 7 and j. Now fix 1 <4 < r. Applying Lemma
5 with g(T) = h(T) —a — 951), we see that

WT) —a— 6 has type A; over F 0, <= fi(h(T) — a) has type d x \; over F,.
There is a unique prime Q4 of Fq, (u) that lies over P,, and for this prime we have

f(Qo/Pu) =di and e(Qa/Fs) = 1. (6.5)

By Kummer’s Theorem [32, Theorem 3.3.7], the factorization of h(T) — a — 951) mirrors the
factorization of Q, in K; 1. So if A; = (¢1,...,ts), then f;(h(T) — a) has type d; x \; if and
only if @, factors in K ; into primes of relative degrees t1,...,ts. By (6.5), this in turn occurs
exactly when P, factors in K ; into primes of degrees d;t1,. .., d;ts.

This last possibility can be recast in terms of the action of Frobenius. Let o denote any
element of the Frobenius conjugacy class (M;/F4(u), P,); then necessarily

o restricts to the gth power map on F a4, , (6.6)

so that the image of o under ¢o has the form (Frob,o’) for some permutation o’ of U;-l’;lSm
(obeying the compatibility condition (6.3) with k = ¢ and [ = 1). Then P, factors as indicated
above if only if ¢ has cycles of lengths d;t1, ..., d;ts when acting by right-multiplication on the
right-cosets of H = Gal(M;/K; 1) in the group Gal(M;/F,(u)). We claim that this is equivalent
to o', considered as a permutation of the nd;-element set U;-li:lSL j, decomposing as a product of
s disjoint cycles of lengths d;t1,. .., d;ts. To prove this, we exhibit a bijective length-preserving
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correspondence between the cycles in the decomposition of ¢’ and the cycles appearing when
o acts by right-multiplication on the right-cosets of H.

We set this correspondence up as follows. Write K; 1 = Fq, (u)(), where a € S 1. Let ¢’
be a cycle appearing in the decomposition of ¢’, and let 5 be an element appearing in C’.
Choose an element 7 of of Gal(M;/F,(u)) with 7(8) = «. (The existence of such an element
follows from our description of the image of 15 above.) We define our bijection by sending

C'+— C, where C is that cycle of the right-action containing Hr. (6.7)

We must check that this does not depend on the particular choices of 7 and (. To this end,
suppose that 71(3) = 72(8) = o.. Then 7175 ! fixes both a and F,(u), so must also fix the entire
field

Fy(u)(a) = Fy(u)(h(a),a) = Fy()(0;")(0) = Fyu, (u) (@) = K.

Thus 7'17'2_1 € Gal(M/K;1) = H, and so Hr; = H7y, proving that our map is independent of
the choice of 7. Now suppose 31 and 32 both appear in the cycle C’; then 3 = o7 (/31) for some
j. If 7(B1) = a, then (167)(B2) = a. Thus (6.7) associates to C’ both the cycle containing Hr
and the cycle containing H7o7. But these coincide, since our action is right-multiplication by
o.

Suppose now that two cycles Cf and C4 are mapped to the same cycle C. Choose elements
B1 and B2 which appear in the cycles Cf and C} respectively, and choose 71 and 75 from
Gal(M;/F4(u)) with 7 (61) = a and m(f2) = a. It follows that Hm and H7s appear in the
same cycle of our right-action, so that Hr; = Hre0? for some j. Hence the left-cosets 7, 'H
and o7, 'H coincide. But elements of the former coset send a to (; and elements of the
latter send o to o7 (B2). It follows that (3; and B2 belong to the same cycle of o3 i.e., Cj = C3.
This proves injectivity.

Now we show that the association (6.7) takes cycles C’ to cycles C of the same length. Using
| - | for the length of a cycle in both cases, we observe that for an arbitrary integer 7,

|C| divides j = HTUj = Hr <— 7-_1H — U_jT_lH
=1 o) =01 a) = B=0"7(B) < |C'| divides .

This forces |C| = |C’].

The surjectivity of our map now follows, as the lengths of the cycles of C and the lengths of
the cycles of C’ must both sum to n. This completes the proof that (6.7) defines a bijective,
length-preserving map.

At this point we have reduced the problem to a consideration of those permutations o’
of U?i:15i,j which obey the compatibility condition (6.3) (with ¥ = ¢ and | = 1) and which
decompose into disjoint cycles of lengths d;t1, ..., d;ts. Such cycles can be explicitly constructed
as follows: Take any permutation of S;1 of cycle type \;; there are T'(\;)n! of these. This
permutation serves as a template for a permutation ¢’ with the desired properties: use the
given permutation to fill in every dth element in the cycles of ¢/, and fill in the remaining spots
arbitrarily, subject only to the compatibility condition. The latter task can be done in n!% 1
ways, and this shows that the total number of such ¢’ is T'(A)n!%:. .

Let v € Gal(M/F4(u)) be an element from the conjugacy class of (M /F4(u), Py). Then in
order that f;(h(T) — a) have cycle type d; x \; for every ¢« = 1,2,...,r, it is necessary and
sufficient that v|as, obey the conditions imposed on ¢’ above for every i. That is, it is necessary
and sufficient that v (identified with its image under ¢1) has the form (Frob, oq,...,0,), where
each o; is one of the previously-constructed n!?T()\;) permutations on U?;15i7j. There are
pldt+deTTV T();) possible tuples (Frob,o1,...,0,), and because the o; obey the stated
compatibility conditions, these correspond to distinct, well-defined elements of Gal(ﬂ JFq(u)).
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Moreover (see [28, Lemma 8(i), (ii)]),
Gal(M/F,(u)) D Gal(M/Fo(u)) = [] Sym(Si;). (6.8)

1<i<r
1<j<d;

where each Sym(S; ;) is thought of as a subgroup of Sym(U1<;<, S; ;). From (6.8) and our
i<d

1<j<d;
construction of the o, it is easy to convince oneself that the set of elements C (say) constructed
above constitute a single conjugacy class of Gal(M /F,(u)). O

We can now complete the proof much as in [28]. We once again require the following version
of the Chebotarev density theorem. (This result is implicit in the proof of [9, Proposition
6.4.8].)

ExpriciT CHEBOTAREV DENSITY THEOREM FOR FIRST DEGREE PRIMES. Suppose that
M/F,(u) is a finite Galois extension having full field of constants F p. Let C be a conjugacy
class of Gal(M/F,(u)) every element of which restricts to the gth power map on F p. Let

M/F
P = {ﬁrst degree primes P of F,(u) unramified in M : <w> = C} .

Then

C #C
—— gl<2—T
[M :F o (u)] [M :F,p(u)
where g denotes the genus of M/F p.

\#P— (94" + g+ [M : F oo (w)]),

Proof of Theorem 5. As always we may assume n > 2, since Theorem 5 is trivial otherwise.
Let X be the number of polynomials h(T) = T" + a,—1T" ' + - -+ + a1 T € F,[T] satisfying
both nondegeneracy conditions [28, eqgs. (2.2) and (2.3)].

Suppose h(T') is one of the polynomials counted by X, and let N}, be the number of @ € F,,
with the property that fi(h(T) — a) has cycle type A; for all 1 <4 < r. For all but at most
(n — 1)B values of a, Lemma 6 asserts that this property is equivalent to (M /F4(u),P,)
coinciding with the conjugacy class C of that lemma. Since

C| =nthtF T T(\) and  [M < F o (u)] = nth - F
i=1
the Chebotarev density theorem in the above explicit form gives us that

< (2 II T(Ai)> (9q"/? + g+ it -ty 4 (n —1)B.
=1

Ny —q[]TN)
i=1

Since g < Bnn!® [28, Corollary 15], the right-hand side of this inequality is O((Bn)n!Z¢"~1/2).
Thus the total number of polynomials h(T") for which f;(h(T")) has cycle type A; forall1 <4 < r
is

XqHT(/\Z-) + O(X(Bn)n!Bg¢'?) + O((¢" 1 — X)q).

Making use of the bounds

B
qnfl _4n2qn72 (1+ (2>) S X S q’n,717

we find that this number is

¢" [[T(N) + O((Br)n!Bq"=/2) + O(n*B*¢" ).
=1
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The proof is completed by the (easy) verification that the first O-term is dominant (using
n>2). O

Acknowledgements. 1 would like to thank Andrew Granville for suggesting that some form
of Theorem 2 should follow from the results of [28]. T am also indebted to my advisor, Carl
Pomerance, for suggestions that made this a stronger and more readable paper.
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